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lowered the standard of clerical, and especially
of episcopal, life and work. In France and in
Germany, more than in England, bishops
were men of the rough world in which they
lived. How were they to be recalled to the
standard of their profession ? Only by the
establishment of a rival feudal system, clerical
from top to bottom, with a loyalty of its own
and a sense of duty from inferior to superior,
the apex of the system being the representa-
tive of God on earth, responsible only to Him.
So would the clergy be detached from their
degrading contact with the world. But this
system required that not only the persons
but the properties of the clergy should be
severed from worldly connection, and here the
difficulty began. For that property was
secure only by the protection of the State,
and in return for that protection the State
had - a claim upon its holders. It needed
financial support, and it needed also the
counsel of the leaders of the Church. And the
State piffc that demand into a feudal form.
The heads of the Church were " tenants-in-
chief," holding lands directly from the Crown,
and putting them to profit by granting them
out to knights and others who owed to their
clerical superiors exactly the same duties
as if those superiors had been earls or barons.